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To our Magis Friends and Supporters, 

 

Thanks for your support and generosity - this has been an extremely successful year! It is hard to believe how 

much time has passed and how much has been accomplished since we opened our doors five years ago in September. 

 The weekly Acute Care Clinic has continued its success, recently passing a milestone as we registered our 2000th 

patient and yet, we continue to evolve as we look to improve our referral services, continuity, and patient access.  Through 

increased communication and cooperation with the Charles Drew Health Center, we are now able to access a patientôs 

medical information from previous visits to the Charles Drew Health Center immediately during the Magis Clinic.  In  

conjunction with the Medical Spanish Club, we now also have access to an enthusiastic network of student Spanish  

translators who volunteer to be on-call during clinic hours to better serve our non-English speaking patients. 

 In addition to the continued success of the Acute Care Clinic, the Magis Psychiatric Clinic has become an  

invaluable resource for not only the residents of the Siena/Francis House, but also for those in other local shelters as well as 

in the community who do not have access to psychiatric services.  Inspired by the successful collaboration with Dr. Price 

and dedicated student volunteers from the School of Pharmacy, we are working with Barb Harris, from the Department of 

Social Work, on incorporating social work students into the Magis Psychiatric Clinic to provide direction for our patients to 

the appropriate local agencies and programs for long-term care.  The first social work student is scheduled to begin working 

at our clinic this fall.  Despite being relatively new, the Psychiatric Clinic has become, on a consistent basis, one of our 

busiest clinics, further demonstrating the important role it plays in the community. 

 In the Magis tradition of community outreach, our officers successfully held two back-to-school Pediatric  

Vaccination Clinics in North and South Omaha this summer, helping students receive their required immunizations.  With 

the anticipated increased incidence of influenza outbreaks this season, especially given our patient populationôs risk factors, 

we are working on organizing influenza vaccination clinics, as well as cooperating with the Douglas County Health Center 

to track, treat, and prevent cases of H1N1 influenza.  We have also recently finalized the date with Dr. Tim Fitzgibbons for 

our 2nd Annual ñOur Hearts to Your Solesò shoe program for patients with orthopedic or diabetes-induced disabilities on 

December 5th, 2009. 

 As we look to the future, we look back on the lessons learned from the success and growth of our existing clinics, 

as well as from the collaborations with other professional schools and community organizations.  Our goal is to continue to 

expand our services based on the needs we see in the community.   Recently, Magis has become involved with the Nebraska 

AIDS Project and is working to establish a certified, reliable system for HIV testing and patient counseling at Sexual Health 

Clinic. 

 As you can tell, the future for the Magis Clinic is looking very bright.  We have continued to work to improve our 

existing clinics, services, and community events, while welcoming new ideas and integrating new students and services to 

improve patient care at the Siena/Francis House and in the greater Omaha community.  We are proud of our extremely  

dedicated and enthusiastic group of officers who have worked to continue the traditions and ideals the Magis Clinic was 

founded upon.  However, none of this would be possible without you, our friends and supporters.  I would like to thank you, 

on behalf of our patients and the entire Magis Board, for your continued support of the Magis Clinic. 

           

          Sincerely, 

                         

           Chris Holley 

           Clinic Co-Director 

           



Diabetes Education  
 

Michele Peggs 

Diabetes Education Coordinator 

 
The Magis Clinicôs Diabetes Education 

program continues to be a valuable as-

set to the community. On the first Satur-

day of the month, Diabetes Education is 

offered at the Siena/Francis House Day 

Service Center. This is a fairly new 

location for the classes, allowing for 

more visibility and traffic throughout 

the day. We continue to provide free 

glucometers, strips and lancets to any 

resident or person needing these sup-

plies. We also have a stock of ADA 

food guides and cookbooks to help our 

patrons make wise food choices. 

 

This spring, we also had the help of two 

undergraduate students who were ap-

plying to medical school. Kirk Redger 

and Sean Karr were kind enough to 

volunteer several Saturdays this past 

spring, bringing with them enthusiasm 

as well as helpful hand-outs for the resi-

dents. Their time and service was much 

appreciated, and we wish them luck on 

their path to medical school. 

 

In the upcoming months, we hope to 

continue to provide these supplies and 

services to our residents. We have 

started carrying more oral diabetes 

medications at the clinic, and we hope 

to one day have the ability to provide 

insulin as well. In the spring we plan 

again to offer a retinopathy clinic to 

screen for early signs of diabetic eye 

disease. We hope that with our contin-

ued presence in the community, our 

residents and patrons can better manage 

this challenging disease. 

 

Magis Golf Classic  
 

Betsy Hassebroek & Laura Sullivan 

Fundraisers 

 
The 5th Annual Magis Golf Classic, 

held at Ironwood Golf and Country 

Club on September 11th, was a huge 

success! Blessed with beautiful 

weather, 59 golfers participated and 

almost $21,000 was raised to support 

the Magis Clinic. All proceeds from the 

event will be directly used to purchase 

clinic supplies and medications and to 

continue providing free medical care to 

the underprivileged of Omaha.  

 

This yearôs tournament, held in con-

junction with the Medical School 

Alumni Reunion Weekend, was pre-

sented by Creighton University Medical 

Center. The winning team, pictured 

below with their trophies, was com-

prised of Patrick J. Borchers and Drs. 

Kevin Cawley, David Deaver, Michael 

Guese, and Thomas Habermann. 

 

We would like to thank everyone who 

sponsored and participated in this event. 

Your support and commitment to the 

Magis Clinic makes everything we do 

possible! Plans are underway for the 

2010 tournament, with a tentative date 

of Friday, September 10th. We hope to 

see you there! 

 

Electronic Medical  

Records  
 

John Schwerkoske  
Treasurer 

 
Over the next few months the Magis 

Clinic, with the help of Dr. Wesley 

Grigsby, plans to complete implementa-

tion of a new electronic medical records 

system (EMR).  The program, already 

in use by the Creighton University 

Medical Center Emergency Depart-

ment, promises to make patient data 

more available and reliable for both 

student and doctor volunteers.   

 

While paper records have served Magis 

well in the past, recent constraints on 

the physical space they consume have 

forced numerous charts to be moved off 

site after periods of inactivity.   This has 

led to access and retrieval issues as 

many patients often return to the clinic 

at unpredictable intervals.  The new 

system, specifically designed for pa-

tients in the acute setting, will remedy 

these difficulties and allow instantane-

ous access to all past patient documen-

tation for comprehensive review. 

 

Work on this Magis project began six 

months ago and has since progressed 

with the purchase of a server for data 

storage and a set of tablet PCs for daily 

clinic use.  The clinic plans on training 

its officers over the course of the Fall 

semester, followed by clinic volunteers 

during the winter months. This new 

system is expected to bring greater or-

ganization to the ever-growing number 

of patients seen at the Magis Clinic.  

The new system, which guarantees full 

HIPAA compliance and accessibility to 

all patient data, should be in full during 

the Spring semester.. 

The winning team from the Golf Tournament! 

From left to right: Dr. David Deaver, Dr. Michael Guese, Dr. Kevin Caw-

ley, Dr. Thomas Habermann, Patrick J. Borchers (Vice President for  

Academic Affairs) 



Magis Pediatric  

Vaccination Clinic  
 

Kim-Thuy Truong  
Special Event Coordinator  
 
75 Children: Smiling and ready for 

school this fall after attending our 

Magis Pediatric Vaccination Clinic!   

 

Only July 11, 2009, the Magis Clinic, 

along with Creighton medical students 

and physicians, held the annual Magis 

Pediatric Vaccination Clinic.  We of-

fered free school physicals, immuniza-

tions, and backpacks with colorful 

school supplies to underinsured and 

uninsured children in North and South 

Omaha.  We held one of our clinics at 

Creighton Family Healthcare-Florence 

Clinic from 9am-1pm with the help of 

Dr. Sandy Baumberger, Dr. Thomas 

Hansen, Dr. Sanjeev Sharma, the Fam-

ily Medicine residents, Ann Jacobsen, 

and her staff.  At this site, we also had a 

Body Basics booth where we taught 

children some basic anatomy and physi-

ology of the heart, eyes, and bones.  

The kids were fascinated and delved 

right in to explore the sheep organs and 

human bones!  In addition, with the 

help of Captain David Mann, the 

Omaha Fire Department also brought a 

truck to our clinic and taught the kids 

about fire safety. 

In the afternoon, 

we held another 

clinic at the Chil-

dren's Physician-

Spring Valley 

Clinic. Dr. Jane 

Carnazzo and her 

staff, Dr. Cristina 

Fernandez, and Dr. 

Stephen Dolter 

donated their time 

to teach our stu-

dents and examine 

our patients.  Most 

of the patients who 

came to this clinic 

spoke Spanish; 

thus, our clinic 

could not have run 

smoothly without 

the help of Spanish speakers: Katty 

Petak, Patty Saavedra, Angela Fernan-

dez, Abraham Cromet, and Yancy 

Rivera.   

 

By the end of the day, we saw a total of 

75 children.  These children ranged 

from 2 years to the age of 16, most were 

uninsured or only insured under Medi-

caid.  We gave away 110 backpacks, 35 

to children who had recently immi-

grated and needed school supplies.  

This was a fun and successful event and 

we could not have done it without the 

help of our financial donors, especially 

the generous donation from the Re-

member to Share Foundation, headed 

by Mr. Peter 

Snawerdt.  Al-

though our Magis 

Pediatric Vaccina-

tion Clinic has 

come and gone, we 

still have families 

calling and inquir-

ing about clinic 

weeks later!  Thus, 

we hope once 

again to offer these 

services to our 

community in the 

years to come. 

 

 

 

Acute Care Clinic  

Update  
 

Danielle Thurtle 

Clinic Manager 

 
The Acute Care Clinic has been very 

busy lately!  As the number of unem-

ployed and uninsured in Omaha contin-

ues to rise, the Magis Acute Care Clinic 

is seeing increasing demand for patient 

care. In the last two months, we have 

averaged treating 20 patients every 

week - four more patients than just a 

few months ago!  I would like to thank 

all of our student and physician volun-

teers for stepping up to the plate and 

providing so many people with acute 

medical care and prescriptions during 

these tough economic times. 

 

Recently we were approached by Dr. 

Wilwerding from the Creighton Univer-

sity School of Dentistry to start a refer-

ral system to the free dental clinic he 

oversees in the evenings at One World 

Community Health Cencer in South 

Omaha.  Dr. Wilwerding is a prostho-

dontics professor and Creighton alum-

nus.  This will be an excellent referral 

service for our patients, and we cannot 

thank Dr. Wilwerding enough for reach-

ing out to the Magis Clinic! 

An M2 student taking a pediatric patientôs blood pressure at 

the Pediatric Vaccination Clinic 

Pediatric patients excitedly show off their sheep eye 

dissections at the Pediatric Vaccination Clinic. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Magis on the Radio  
 

Betsy Hassebroek 

Fundraiser 

 
If you happened to be driving home 

listening to KCRO 660AM radio during 

the past year, you may have heard the 

Magis Clinic featured on the stationôs 

broadcast ñNot Alone.ò  Officers from 

the Magis Clinic were guests on ñNot 

Aloneò twice during the past year.   The 

show is a weekly radio broadcast that 

provides insight into a wide variety of 

issues surrounding mental health, focus-

ing on relieving the stigma associated 

with mental illness. 

 

The Magis Clinic was first featured in 

October, 2008.  Four current Magis 

officersðThuydung Trinh, Chris Hol-

ley, Marley Doyle, and Betsy Hasse-

broekðparticipated in the broadcast 

and spent the hour talking about the 

Magis Psychiatric Clinic.  ñNot Aloneò 

host Diana Waggoner delved into ques-

tions about how the Clinic began, what 

types of  illnesses the clinic treats, how 

the clinic is funded, and what future 

plans are evolving. 

 

Hassebroek and Doyle returned to the 

show again in June, 2009 to provide 

more details on the Magis Clinicôs psy-

chiatry programs. The radio voices of 

Marley and Betsy provided more in-

sight into the Magis Psychiatric Clinic, 

and offered more details on plans for a 

Child and Adolescent Psychiatric 

Clinic. 

 

ñI'm not sure I have a future in radio,ò 

said Doyle, Magis Psychiatric Clinic 

Manager, ñbut it was a fun experience, 

and hopefully we helped inform some 

more people about how the Magis psy-

chiatry programs help people in our 

community.ò 

 

In case you missed the original broad-

cast, links to the audio file can be found 

on the Magis Clinic website: http://

medicine.creighton.edu/magis. 

 

Project Homeless  

Connect Omaha 
 

Danielle Thurtle 

Clinic Manager 

 
On March 27th, 2009, the Magis Clinic 

participated in Project Homeless Con-

nect Omaha, a day devoted to providing 

services for the homeless of Omaha.  

The main goals are to provide medical 

services and provide appropriate refer-

rals, including general health screen-

ings.  I am proud to say that Magis pro-

vided almost 100 volunteers from the 

Creighton School of Medicine to help 

take vitals, measure blood glucose lev-

els, calculate BMIs, and screen for gen-

eral health needs.  

 

The entire day was a huge success!  

Thanks to the coordinating efforts of the 

Charles Drew Health Center, medical 

services were provided to over 150 

homeless residents of Omaha.  The 

event was organized by Charles Drew 

Health Center and a diverse collection 

of physicians, groups and providers 

throughout the community came to-

gether seamlessly to provide an impres-

sive array of services at Creighton Uni-

Pediatric patients show off their new backpacks stuffed with school supplies! 

The logo for Project Homeless Connect, 

Held on March 27th, 2009 and helping over 450 homeless men and women 


