13 September 2006 Minutes, Officers’ Meeting

Those in Attendance:

Aaron Pannier

Michele Warhurst
Bump Olson

Kashmir Singh

Nick Glass

Eric Marty

Christin Tiegs

Don Pham

April Singleton

Marley Doyle

Rick Denney

Sarah Herby

Erica Currier

Edward Lew

Kristin Harkins

Aman Mahal

Tom Highfill

Mei Li Kwong

I. began with introductions and interesting facts about ourselves (ie, Aaron didn’t like the cold this morning, Eric misses his dog, Bump is wearing a highly inappropriate t-shirt, etc.) and passing around a list of our corresponding M2 officers

II. signed up for Interactive Area Kitchen Clean-Up Duty

a. M1 responsibility every third Friday to prevent loss of privileges (and possibly a disturbing outbreak of cholera)

b. starts this Friday afternoon and supplies are provided

c. Aaron has the master list

III. updates from all chairs and positions

a. April Singleton – Student Advancement Chair

i. hopes that she won’t have to be required to defend a fellow M1 to the disciplinary committee

ii. has not met yet with the committee and may not for a while

b. Kashmir Singh – Secretary

i. nothing to report and busy taking minutes already, which will be emailed to Eric for the website and to the officers only

c. Sana Hussaini (not present) – Treasurer

i. Aaron explained that Creighton Medical School Government (CMSG) divides its $4000 among the four classes ( M1 Class received $500 for the year to use as we, the officers, determine appropriately

ii. Sana, either Edward or Marley, and Aaron need to go to Creighton Federal Bank (in the Student Center) next week to open an official Class of 2010 bank account

d. Nick Glass – Curriculum Chair

i. although he has not met yet with the Curriculum Committee and Dr. Jeffries for the monthly meeting, he has been in contact with his M2 counterpart already

ii. some ideas for information/grievances/complaints gathering for Nick include an comment box underneath our bank of mailboxes in the interactive area and/or an open forum with Nick himself

e. Bump Olson & Aman Mahal – Unit Chairs

i. explained the process of how they effectively do their jobs

1. is variable from year to year

a. last year, numerous Anatomy questions were thrown, but the effects were to the students’ disadvantage in that the professors were not happy with the M1 class and some students lost those earned points, bringing their grades down.

2. hope to utilize our already scheduled and monitored Exam Comment Sessions for ‘data gathering’ about which exam questions (and only exam questions) are controversial

3. would like to acquire the computerized information with breakdowns of percentages of missed questions in order to weed out exam questions that were only problematic for a few

a. the professors get this data and there may be privacy issues involved in letting the class have access to it – maybe the Unit Chairs are the only ones who can have access

b. if the Chairs cannot have this information, they may make available an informal and optional class feedback method to know what questions affected the majority of the class

4. have decided that weighing the benefits and the harms of having exam questions ‘thrown out’ will take priority

a. for example, if only 40% of the class had issues with a question, the Chairs may not argue it because more harm would be done to the class’s average

b. the possible outcomes of arguing an exam question are

i. the question is removed and the point are thrown out – thus it may harm those people who were right

ii. there are multiple correct answers – multiple answers are accepted and more people get more points(!)

iii. the question is credited to everyone

iv. the question remains

5. our first MCB exam in Monday

f. Christin Tiegs (present) & Juliana Gazallo (not present) – Wellness Chairs

i. the big event for the Wellness Chairs is a picnic coordinated with Dr. Kavan some time this year

ii. the M2 class chairs do birthday cards and non-partying events such as paintball and Omaha theatre for their classmates

iii. maybe look into a Malpractice Law Students vs. Medical Students competition of some sort (like IM Dodgeball or fundraising with other professional schools)

g. Mei Li Kwong & Tom Highfill – Community Service Chairs

i. have been busy emailing our class for ideas already and have established the top two preferences 

1. more clinical experience!!

a. is harder to arrange, some established opportunities have already finished sign ups

b. Michele mentioned the flu shot/immunization training through CMSG project – will look more into it

c. Aaron mentioned that some M1s are looking for practice with our newly-acquired physical exam skills, such as blood pressure taking

i. since some M1s are more experienced in these, a tutoring/skill and tip sharing session may be beneficial

ii. Aaron and Michele both are willing to lend their expertise

2. M1 class community service project, ie Habitat for Humanity

h. Kristin Harkins & Erica Currier – Fundraising Chairs

i. the big question is, What are we raising money for???

1. the answer is the The Golden Apple event (M4 year)

2. apparently, we will need around $15,000 for the event and we are to utilize the next three and a half years to raise the money

ii. also, we will fund events for the class as the need arises

iii. brainstorming ideas/options for raising money

1. selling stuff  to the next M1 class (big source of income)

a. includes White Coat pictures (taken from a better angle, instead of up people’s skirts), possibly a White Coat video (although Bump admitted that in his personal video we all look silly), the usual t-shirts, sweatshirts, window stickers, special Mom, Dad, etc Creighton Med gear, Creighton Med ties (for Mei Li’s dad – the Dental School has one)

2. selling stuff to ourselves

a. bagels for those who missed breakfast before 8AM MCB

b. pre-ordered Orchids for Mother’s Day – was a good fundraiser for Aaron’s old fraternity and would be popular on the undergraduate campus

c. having a raffle, poker night (Aman seems to be a big fan)

d. last year, there was an M1 Date Auction for Project Cura that was highly successful 

e. an M1 Swimsuit Calendar, with Nick Glass as Mr. January

i. Sarah Herby & Rick Denney – Intramurals Chairs

i. had some problems with the first set of sign ups because registration came up quickly, before any organizing was done… BUT

1. we currently have a couple of M1 softball and flag football teams

2. will utilize the trusty bulletin board method of sign ups

3. sign up for IM Dodgeball is 3 October

a. it was mentioned that taking on the law school is a matter of pride and they must be beaten at all costs

b. maybe we should invest in some wrenches to get ready

c. a Dodgeball league that included a professors team would be highly entertaining… but may never happen

j. Don Pham (present), Annie Haugen (not present), & Paige Walter (not present) – Social Chairs

i. would like to have events that do not necessarily involve partying because many members of our class our excluded in that way

1. since it is fall, a trip to the pumpkin patch or a hayrack ride/bonfire may be a good option for ‘balance’

ii. the Phi Chi house is everyone’s house and is an option for events as well

iii. an Anything but Clothes Goes Party (???)

iv. a Malpractice Party with the other professional schools, possibly to raise money

v. the Phi Chi house has a Halloween Party every year

k. Chris Gibson (not present) & Mandy Kreis (not present) – Historians

i. were not present, but Aaron mentioned that the main issue is to get pictures taken at our events and to share them

l. Michele Warhurst – CMSG Representative

i. wants to address the concerns of our class

ii. in the Spring, she will represent the M1s to the entire university

iii. wants to facilitate communication within the medical school and with the university itself

iv. personally, she is unhappy about the end of the Bagel Room during admissions interviews, and we all agreed that it was unfortunate because we found the experience an important factor in choosing Creighton Medical School over others

1. possibilities for compromise with Dr. Nipper include having a Friday morning MCB lecture at CUMC in the Morrison Seminar Room instead of in Criss II in order to meet the interviewees (and eat bagels)

v. already mentioned the service project involving immunizations (see f.)

m. Eric Marty – WebMaster

i. the website is up and should be used as a means of communication and facilitated by organizations

ii. the blog page still isn’t working – but it will be fixed soon

iii. may post social events, listings of the study aids that have been emailed out, utilization of the Discussion page (no posts yet!)

iv. posting of birthdays and bios

v. may have to decide how much privacy/restriction we want for the page because it through the university and is public

n. Marley Doyle & Edward Lew – Vice-Presidents

i. nothing to report

o. Aaron Pannier – President

i. nothing to report

p. Other Business

i. remember that all emails on the listserv are monitored

ii. some officers may need to delegate their large responsibilities – do so!

iii. we may take on the project of remaking the classic Welcome Week video about the rollercoaster that is medical school

iv. we will meet again in one month

