Creighton Internal Medicine 

Inpatient Medicine 
Grade and Evaluation Policies

1. If problems are identified at any time during the 8-week rotation, students will be counseled  by the attending physician and Chief Resident, Clerkship Director and Chairman of the Department if deemed appropriate.

2. The student will be graded on an outstanding/pass/fail system. The student’s final grade will be derived from evaluations of the student’s performances on the two monthly rotations and the students score on the National Board Shelf Examination. In addition, the student will have to fulfill all the required elements of the clerkship which include Grand Rounds presentation, performing and documenting a minimum of 3 History and Physicals, attending rounds, lectures, morning report and conferences and passing the EKG interpretation quiz at the end of the clerkship.

3. To obtain a passing grade, a student must complete all required elements, receive a passing grade on both monthly rotations and pass the National Board Shelf Examination with a score of 5th percentile or greater after two attempts. In the event that a student fails only the first rotation and then demonstrates substantial improvement and receives passing scores on both the second rotation and the written examination on the first attempt, the Undergraduate Education Committee of the Department of Medicine may recommend passage of the clerkship.

4. To obtain a grade of honors, a student must complete all required elements , receive an outstanding evaluation on at least one of the monthly rotations and obtain a score of 85th percentile or above on the National Board Shelf Examination

5. SHELF examination retakes. Students are advised by the Department of Medicine to take SHELF exam retakes at the next immediate sitting. It is mandatory that all students retake a failed SHELF examination prior to entering the fourth year. Students will not be allowed to matriculate into the fourth year until their entire third-year curriculum is completed.  Exemptions are made for students rotating on the firth or sixth clerkship who fail the SHELF exam on the first attempt.  These students have until September 1st of their fourth year to retake the SHELF examination

6. A student who fails the clerkship must successfully repeat the entire clerkship including the SHELF examination. Written documentation will be sent to the Dean of Students with a copy kept in the student’s personal file.  The students’ file is maintained in the Internal Medicine Office and may be reviewed by the student at any time. 

Medical School Policy 

Regarding

National Board of Medical Examiners (NBME)

Subject Examination

Policy on the use of Subject Examinations for Clerkship Grading

1. Honors.  The criteria for honors in a clerkship must include achievement of a score on the relevant NBME Subject Examination that equals or exceeds the 85th percentile nationally for the quarter in which the examination was taken.   

2. Satisfactory.  The criteria for a grade of satisfactory in a clerkship must include a score on the relevant NBME Subject Examination that equals or exceeds the 5th percentile nationally for the quarter in which it was taken.  Quarter 1 is defined as July, August and September; quarter 2 = October, November and December; Quarter 3 = January, February and March; quarter 4 = April, May and June.  The values for the 85th and 5th percentiles are obtained from the most recently available national scores (provided by the NBME).

3. Special circumstances:  

a. A student who is retaking an exam is graded on the criteria that applied to the first attempt.  Example:  If the student failed a shelf exam in the first quarter with a score of 59 (5th percentile score = 61) and retook the exam in the second quarter, the student would need a 61 to pass, even though the 5th percentile score nationally for quarter 2 is now 63.  

b. If a student must retake a clerkship because of a prior grade of unsatisfactory in that clerkship, they are graded using the shelf exam criteria for when they originally took the clerkship.  Example:  A student fails the Surgery clerkship in the third quarter and must repeat it in July of their senior year.  The student’s Surgery Shelf Exam would be graded using the third quarter standard, even though the other students in the clerkship are graded based on the first quarter criteria.  

c. If a student must take a clerkship(s) for the first time in a later academic year than their other clerkships, they are graded on the fourth quarter standard.   Example:  A student took two months off in September and October to study for a retake of USMLE Step 1 and must now take his OB-Gyn Clerkship in July and August of the following academic year.  The student’s OB-Gyn Shelf Exam would be graded using the fourth quarter criteria, even though the other students in the clerkship are graded based on the first quarter criteria.  

d. These rules apply only to students who took their first clerkship AFTER July 1, 2007.  Any student who began their clerkship experiences before July 1, 2007 is subject to the clerkship guidelines that applied in academic year 2006-2007.  
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